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Deepening
the waters of
Duxbury Harbor
ByJohnChaffee
The Patriot Ledger

DUXBURY — The 94-foot-high crane
looms .over the inner harbor with its giant
bucket scooping 18 cubic yards of silt at a
time. .

. "I can almost reach out and touch it,"
said Harbormaster Donald Beers, who is

—,..... \ '„ anticipating the
completion of the
long-awaited har-
bor dredging
project.

With the dredge barge in operation 24
hours a day, seven days a week, loading each
of five scows with 2,300 cubic yards of silt,
work in the harbor's 21-acre anchorage
should be completed in the nest two orthree
days, Beers said. '». , . ■; ,
Then the crew £om Weeks Marine of

Camden, NJ., will begin work on four
"piggyback" dredging projects. Thel'piggy-
back" description is used because the pro
jects will be done now to take advantage of
the equipment being in the harbor.
"They should be done and out of here bv

Nov. 1," Beers said.
He said the Duxbury Yacht Club will pay

$60,000 to have an estimated 8,000 cubic
yards of silt removed from the area around
its pier, the town will pay $30,000 to have
4,000 cubic yards taken from the area
around Town Pier, and Bayside Marine and
Battelle Laboratories will pay $25,000 each
to have about 3,000 cubic yards taken from
their respective Snug Harbor waterfront
areas.

Despite being slowed by the three hum
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Craig Hysler, left, of the Army Corps of Engineers, Peter <"•
Smey, the Ouxbury harbormaster's executive officer, center,
and Harbormaster Don Beers on a pier In Ouxbury Harbor':""
with dredging under way in the background.
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canesandtwonortheasterssince
djtedgingbeganAug.12,theproject

hasbeen"picture-perfect,"Beers
said.
.'CraigHysler,constructionrepre
sentativefortheArmyCorpsof

It'sgonerealwell—betterthan
mostdredgingprojects;"hesaid.

Startingwiththecranebarge,two
scowsandonetugboat,Weeksstart
edtheprojectbydiggingitsway
downamile-longentrancechannel
intotheanchorage.
•■Becausethechannelsiltwashard,
sandymaterial,Weeksbeganby
usingahard-diggingbucketthatheld
9,cubicyards.■
iUponreachingtheanchorage,
wherethesiltissofter,almostpow
der-like,Weeksswitchedtothelarg
erbucket,andthreemorescowsand
twoadditionaltugboatsarrivedon
thescene.
Forthepastfewweeks,except

whenthewatersinCapeCodBay

weretoorough,thetugshavebeen

towingscowscontinuouslytothe
dumpsite23milesaway.
Whilethethreetugboatsareatsea

towingascowtoorfromthedump
site,abouteightmilesoffWellfleet,
theothertwoscowsareoneitherside
ofthecranebargebeingfilledwith
silt

Anestimated250,000cubicyards
isexpectedtohavebeenremoved
fromtheentrancechannelandan
choragebythetimetheprojectis

completed.
Weeksbid$1.8million,tothe

ArmyCorpsofEngineerstodowhat
Beerscallsthe"federalproject"-
dredgingtheentrancechanneland
anchorage.
The"piggyback"projectswillbe

paidforseparately.
Theentrancechannelhasbeen

dredgedsothatitisatleast100feet
wideand9feetdeepatlowtide,
Beerssaid.Theanchoragewillbe
dredgedtoalow-tidedepthofatleast
8feet.

"Wereallyhavenoideahowbig
theanchoragewillbewhenWeeks

finishes,butboatownerswillbevery
pleasantlysurprisedwhentheycome
backtotheirmooringsinthe
spring,"Beerssaid.

Inthe20yearssincetheharbor
waslastdredged,thegradualaccu
mulationofsiltshranktheanchor

agefromallsidesandfromthe
bottom,Beerssaid.
"Wenevercutbackonthenumber

ofmoorings,butitgotprettycrowd
edouttherethepastfewyears,"he
said.

Boatownerswillhavealotmore
roomnextspring,Beerspromised.
Tomakewayforthedredging

equipment,Beersandhisstaff,with
thehelpofthreelocalboatyards-,
moved160deep-watermoorings,350
flat-watermooringsand510boats
outoftheanchorageinthreedaysin
lateAugust.

Thankstothedredging,itmaybe
possibletoaccommodateafewaddi
tionalboatsintheanchoragenext
year,Beerssaid.
"Wehavethenamesofabout500

boatownersona10-12-yearwaiting

list,"hesaid.


